on Forensic Science (NCFS), comprised of researchers and legal experts, is to be replaced by an internal board tasked with reviewing US forensics labs. The NCFS was formed in 2013 in response to a 2009 report from the US National Research Council, which found that procedures for analysing most forms of forensic evidence, such as hair and bite marks, were flawed and based on unsubstantiated science.
Small government
On 12 April, US President Donald Trump's administration lifted a hiring freeze it had placed on all federal agencies -including those that oversee research, such as the National Institutes of Health and the Environmental Protection Agency -while implementing broader plans to reduce the size of government. The White House set out guidance to help federal agencies to comply with a separate executive order, issued in March, that requires them to develop a "reform plan" within six months. Agencies must take immediate action to reduce their workforces, the guidance says, and submit drafts of their reform plan and a plan to "maximize employee performance" by 30 June.
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Fake-drug laws
China's Supreme People's Court is to make the submission of falsified clinical data a crime punishable by multiyear prison terms. Last week, a review committee of the court approved a new "interpretation" of criminal law. As a result, drug companies or the research contractors that conduct studies for them can be prosecuted under laws against false documentation and the production of spurious medicines. Cases in which 'fake drugs' -those created on the basis of false data -lead to deaths are punishable by the death penalty, concluded the committee. The new interpretation takes effect soon, says the court on its website.
Forensics in limbo
The US Department of Justice has disbanded an independent advisory panel aimed at improving forensic science and its use in the courtroom. The National Commission 
Liver-on-a-chip
The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) said on 11 April that it has started testing whether 'livers-onchips' -miniature models engineered to mimic the organ's biological functions
RESEARCH
Trans-fat ban
Laws restricting artificial trans-fatty acids in food can lead to a reduction in heart attacks and strokes, -can reliably replicate human reactions to foodborne illnesses, with a view to replacing animal experiments. It is the first time that any regulator has pursued organs-on-chips as an alternative to animal testing. The experiments will help the agency to determine whether companies can substitute chip data for animal data when applying for the approval of a new compound, such as a food additive, that could prove harmful. See go.nature. com/2pbfaxt for more. 
Theranos settles
The troubled blood-analysis firm Theranos has agreed not to own or operate a bloodtesting lab for two years, after reaching a settlement with US regulators. labs, Theranos closed its blood-testing facilities last October. In a statement on 17 April, the company said that it will continue to develop miniaturized blood-testing technologies.
